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was more than probable she would speak to me, he said.
One day I was strolling about looking at the statues which
bordered the walks 5 they were in bad taste, and so vilely
executed as to be grotesque. Names were engraved on the
pedestals. One weeping £gure was supposed to represent
Democritus; another with a wide, grinning mouth, Hera-
clius; an old man with a long beard was labelled Sappho;
and an old woman with a dilapidated bust bore the name of
Avicenna.
As I was smiling at these nonsensical appellations, I saw
the czarina approaching, preceded by Gregory OrlofT, and
followed by two ladies; Count Panin was walking at her
side. I drew back to let her pass, but when she got up to me
she asked me laughingly if the beauty of the statues inter-
ested me. I replied that I supposed they had been put there
to impose on the ignorant, and to cause the wise to smile.
'All I know,' answered the empress, 'is that my good
aunt who bought them was taken in, but she did not let
small deceptions of that kind trouble her. I hope that every-
thing else which you have seen here is not as laughable as
the statues.'
I assured her that that which was comic was as nothing
compared to that which commanded admiration. She invited
pie to walk by her side, and for more than an hour I talked
to this great sovereign of my impressions of Petersburg. The
conversation turning on Frederick of Prussia, I spoke warmly
in his praise, but at the same time I mentioned his insup-
portable habit of never giving a person time to answer his
questions. Smiling in the most gracious manner at this ap-
preciation, Catherine asked me to describe my interview with
Frederick. After which she was good enough to say that she
had never seen me at the Courtag, an instrumental and
vocal concert which she gave at her palace every Sunday
after dinner, and to which every one had access. She walked
about the concert-room speaking to those whom she wanted
to honour. I told her that, unfortunately, I was not fond
of music. She answered that she knew some one else who

